05/02/2003 10:48 FAX 7043316091 



ALSTON BIRD LLP 



11003 



Attorney's Docket No. :^ 1456/204621 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re: Monk et al. 
Appl.No.: 09/1776,576 
Filed; - Fetiruary 2, 2001 



Confirmation No.: 792 2 
Group Art Unit: 17' 1 
Examiner H. Vo 



For: POLYPROPYLENE CORE COMPOSITE 

STRUCTURAL MEMBER 



February 12, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Response To First Office Action on the Merits 



Sir 



PATENT- 



OFFICII* 
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GROUP 1 / 




In response to the Office Action mailed January 15, 2003, please enter the following 
amendments: 



In the Claims: 





Please cancel Claim&44 and 15 as non-elected 



Please aidd the following new claims: 



16. The composite structural member of Claim 1 wherein said ":;ore and said structural 
skins are adhesively bonded by application of heat to either the skin or the core or both sufficient 
to bond the skin to the core in the absence of a separate adhesive layer. 

17. the composite structure member of Claim 1 wherein said core and said structural 
skins are adhesively bonded by molding directly to fiber reinforced plastic in an uncured state 
and then curing the fiber reinforced plastic. 

18. The composite structural member of Claim 4 in the absence; of a separate adhesive 
layer between slaid structural skin and said core, 
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